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From The Principal’s Desk: 

June 11, 2021

Dear Families and Friends of Erving Elementary School,

As we approach the end of the school year, my heart is full of love and gratitude for the students and staff at 

Erving Elementary School.  A year full of social distancing, hand-washing, and face masks as a new norm: I am 

so proud of how well we have done managing these new conditions.  I would also like to personally thank 

families for all of their 5exibility, patience and understanding throughout the year.  Our school wouldn’t be the 

great place that it is without all of you!  

 

This :nal full week of school has been very busy despite the 90 degree temperatures.  Staff and students 

participated in Spirit Week, wearing red, white and blue, funny hats, classroom colors and fan gear.   We also 

had our yearly Field Day tradition for each grade, and the students outdid themselves!  In addition, we had the 

Staff vs. Sixth Grade kickball game; and in the spirit of "fair play" the students did not take it easy on us! Many 

thanks to Jessica Galvin for organizing :eld day and the kickball game.

 

I would like to take a moment to say farewell to Mary Glabach and Carol Ortlip who will be retiring at the end of 

the school year.  We wish them both happiness in their retirement and many thanks to both of them for their 

years of service at Erving Elementary School. They will be greatly missed by the Erving Elementary School 

community.  I would also like to wish Ben Rubin and his family the best of luck as they move to Bangkok, 

Thailand, where Ben has taken a two-year teaching position at the Ruamrudee International School.  Enjoy 

your adventure, Ben!

 

In preparing for next year, I would like to share teacher assignments for the 2020-2021 school year.  I am 

pleased to announce that Samantha Butynski will be our new preschool teacher replacing Mary Glabach.   

Our classroom assignments are as follows: 

Preschool - Mrs.Butynski and teacher TBD 

First Grade – Mrs. Harrington

Second Grade - Mrs. Barry 

Third Grade - Ms. Saharceski 

Fourth Grade - Ms. Bartlett 

Fifth Grade - Mrs. George 

Sixth Grade - Mr. Burnet and Mrs. Flaherty

 

I want to extend my deepest heartfelt congratulations to our graduating 6th grade class!  You have all worked 

so hard, and it shows.  EES sends you off on your next adventure in learning, and we hope that you will 

treasure your memories of your years learning with us. I look forward to celebrating with you at your 

graduation on Monday, June 14th.  

Best wishes for a happy and healthy summer!  See you all next fall.

Lisa



June 16
th

 

Last day of school 

for students

Meal assistance is available over the summer.  Please visit

meals4kids.org/meals

Or call Project Bread’s 

Food Source Hotline at 

1-800-645-8333

Find LOTS of new
books
Join fun summer
programs
All ages welcome
Earn prizes!

 

 

 

WHY DO SUMMER
READING?

tinyurl.com/
eplsrp2021

Summer reading 

program

registration starts 6/16. 

This year, families have 

the option of registering 

online, as well as in-

person, but they must 

pick up reading logs from 

the library. 

The link to the online 

form is:

tinyurl.com/eplsrp2021

MENU CHANGE: On Monday June 14th the menu has changed to egg salad sandwich w/three bean salad
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Hours Open 
Sunday – Thursday 

1 – 7 p.m. 



1st and 2nd Graders Introduce 
The Buddy Bench

There’s a new bench on our playground, and it has a special meaning to our :rst and second 

graders. This year, they’ve been thinking about what it means to be an inclusive community. 

“An inclusive community is a place where everyone is welcome,” says Kendall.

“If a kid at Erving Elementary is feeling sad anywhere on the playground, they can sit on the 

bench,” says Annika. “If any kid sees someone on the bench, they can come and sit with them 

and say, ‘Do you want to play with me?’”

“It would make them feel good to know someone wants to play with them,” adds Logan. 

“This Buddy Bench will make Erving Elementary a better place,” says Nissa, “because every 

kid will be happy. Every kid will know someone is caring about them.”

Spencer adds, “It means you are nice and kind to 

everyone and you help people out.”

“A buddy bench is about being an inclusive community, 

because it’s about helping people and making sure 

everyone is included,” says Jacob.

“It means you have a place where if someone is feeling 

lonely, people will come and help,” says Zoe. 

Here’s how you  can use the Buddy Bench, too! 



Bailey and Budine 2021 Erving Elementary PTO Scholarship Winners

Congratulations to Mercedes Bailey a recent graduate of Turners Falls High School  and to 

Mattie Budine who is a recent graduate of Mahar Regional School. They were both chosen as 

2021 recipients of the  Erving Elementary School PTO scholarship.   Mercedes will be 

attending Simmons University in Boston this Fall to study nursing with an aspiration of 

becoming a pediatric nurse anesthetist.  Mattie will be attending the  University of Montana in 

the Fall to study wildlife Biology with a studio art minor.

Scholarship recipients were chosen based on academic performance, citizenship and 

school/community involvement.  Thank you to all who applied.  We would like to commend the 

recipients on their academic accomplishments and encourage them to continue to set high 

goals for themselves and to strive for excellence.  Congratulations on a job well done and we 

wish you the best of luck in college, your careers and beyond. 

Erving Elementary Students Are 
Making A Difference for Us All

The :rst and second graders at Erving Elementary 

School have noticed a problem in our community--

and they’re doing something about it. 

“Behind our school, there is a gully,” says Charlotte. 

“The gully is where all the water goes. Down in the 

gully, it’s really not as clean as up here is. There’s 

trash everywhere. And if you throw out trash in the 

water, it will go all the way down to the gully, and 

make it too dirty for the animals.”

“[The trash] can also come from streams,” adds 

Emma G. “If you litter on North:eld Mountain, the 

water can bring it down and it can go anywhere and 

land in our gully.” 

Spencer explains, “I know it looks nice up here and that’s what you guys think. But if you go 

down deeper, cars drive by and just throw stuff out windows. And even if they’re way up on 

the mountain, the water washes all the trash down to our gully.”

So this May, when the students learned there was trash behind their beautiful school, they 

walked down with trash bags and gloves to see what they could do to help clean up.

Liam told us, “There’s a lot of trash there. When we :rst went down, there was so much trash, 

like plastic, cans, buckets, and styrofoam.”

Continued on next page...



Nissa jumped in, “I found glass, plastic, and metal buckets.” 

“I saw a lot of plastic and cardboard,” added Annika. If I saw a bottle, I would pick it up and 

put it in my trash bag and keep going with cleaning up.”

The children collected as much trash as they could and sorted through it. As they did, they 

learned that the vast majority of it was made of plastic. When asked why trash--especially 

plastic--in the gully is a problem, these kids were passionate about the subject.

Logan emphatically responded, “Mother bald eagles could catch plastic out of the water 

instead of :sh, and feed it to their babies. The babies could die that way! And we don’t want 

that to happen!”

“You know those plastic things that go around cans?” asks Annika. “They can go around 

animals’ heads too, and that could really hurt the animals.”

Karsyn says, “If the animals eat the trash, maybe they won’t breathe and they’ll die, and we 

don’t want the animals to die. They’re important.”

Emma R. added, “Plastic can take 

500 years to decompose. The plastic 

can trap animals. It can damage 

habitats.”

“Fish can eat trash and get sick,” said 

Ryan T.

Gavin notes, “Litter is everywhere. 

On land, animals can eat it. In water, 

:sh can get stuck in it. In the forest, 

habitats are disappearing.”

“It is blocking rivers and streams 

from getting to the ocean,” says 

Lucian. “Do not litter!”

Continued on next page...



“There’s lots of animals down there, and they will eat the trash,” says Zoe. “They can’t digest 

things like that!”

“We eat :sh!” says Tyler. “It can make us sick, too! Keep our earth clean!”

All three of the :rst and second grade classes found a way to contribute to this project. One 

class walked down to start the clean up and learn about what kinds of trash are doing the 

most damage. A class of students learning remotely made signs from home to remind our 

neighbors of the importance of keeping our community clean. A third class continued the 

clean-up and brought their peers’ signs to the edge of the gully, posting them for everyone to 

see.

“I felt happy,” said Liam, “because we’re cleaning the environment and helping it.”

However, the kids know that the litter is not only coming from people who drive by Erving 

Elementary and their brand new signs, but from a much wider community. So now they’re 

reaching out to you to continue the job that they have started.

“Don’t pollute,” says Quest. “It makes the animals sick. Don’t litter. It’s bad for the earth...Tell 

everyone you know not to litter and it’s bad for the earth.”

Runa says, “We have to stop littering in the ocean and above the water and out windows. I 

even made a petition to ask people to stop using too much plastic. Twenty-two people signed 

it.”

“You can help by throwing recycling in a recycling bin and trash in a trash bin!” says Helen.  

Even if one person helps, it’ll make a good difference, but if a lot of people help, it’ll make a 

HUGE difference!”

“Stop littering so animals can be healthy. Let life cycles continue,” says Max.

“We can stop throwing trash out of our windows and recycle a lot more, says Zoe.  “Seven-

year-old children like me can help by picking up trash and not littering.” 

“Please do not litter!” says Ella. “Put it in the trash cans, and put plastic in the plastic bin. We 

all need clean water to live.”

`

“The environment keeps us safe,” says 

Liam. “We need to take care of it. Don’t 

throw trash out in the gully. Throw it in 

the trash barrel, not outside.”

Without a doubt, these kids are their 

community a cleaner, healthier, and 

safer place--and they’re counting on all 

of us to help them. All the while, they’re 

proving that, as Zoe says, “Children can 

make a difference.”



Grade 1 & 2 Special 
Luncheon Day with 
Remote Students







FIELD DAY







There were just TOO 

MANY photos to 

include them all in the 

newsletter…

Keep your eyes on 

ClassDojo!  There will 

be a slide show coming 

up featuring MORE 

pictures from Field Day 

this week!



What are your plans for summer?

Play math games and read more!

Summer is a time for being outside, going on adventures, and having fun with your friends and family.
It can also be a time to shore up and maintain learning. A fun and easy way to do this is to play short
math games and read with your children daily. Here are some ideas we think you and your children
will enjoy!

With love from the math and literacy teams!
Elizabeth Desorgher, Allison Graichen, Polly Wagner, Pamela Burke, Melissa Mazella

Math Ideas:
Find games that you and your child enjoy doing together. Here are some games we love and have
done with children over the years. They are engaging and develop thinking skills!  First check out our
Erving Math Website for card and board game suggestions.

FUN board games you would have to purchase:

Some old favorites that you may already have:
Tangoes
Chess
Checkers
Mastermind
Card Tricks - Yes, these are full of reasoning and math skill development! Go to this website:
https://www.peterliljedahl.com/teachers/card-tricks

https://sites.google.com/erving.com/mathaterving/math-games-to-play-at-home
https://www.peterliljedahl.com/teachers/card-tricks


Reading Ideas:

The brand-new Erving Public Library is open to the public! (No appointment required)
Sunday-Thursday, 1pm-7pm.
They have a HUGE collection of books, magazines, audiobooks and more
for kids, teens, and adults. The library will have a fun Summer Reading
Program with activities, prizes, and more, so make sure to take advantage
of that!
They will also have books from the Mass Children’s Book Award 2021

list, which are recommended for grades 4-6. Students who read 5 or more books from that list are
invited to a celebration for U28 students in the spring!

Online books. Erving students have access to ebooks (to read) and audiobooks
(to listen to) through Sora & Epic. Taking a road trip? Summer vacation?
Students can listen to audiobooks to promote vocabulary development and
listening comprehension while enjoying listening to a story in the car!

https://soraapp.com/ and https://www.getepic.com/

Journal Writing. Students can write about their family vacation, keep a diary, make a scrapbook,
draw a picture and write about their trip to Laurel Lake, a special playdate or going to the
park/playground and out for ice cream.  Keep it light and fun while creating a book of summertime
memories.

Board Games can also help develop literacy skills!
We recommend Tall Tales, Once Upon a Time (a storytelling card game),
Sequence Letters, Mad Libs, Read My List, Apples to Apples Jr, Sight Word
Zingo, Hedbanz, Memory, Charades, Scrabble and Boggle.

https://soraapp.com/
https://www.getepic.com/


Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Phone Pal Peer-to-Peer Program

LifePath’s Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren  

Phone Pal Program includes: 

• Weekly calls with a peer 
who is also a grandparent

• Sharing your challenges and successes 

• Giving and receiving ideas and support

• Laughing and enjoying someone’s  
company who understands  
what you’re going through

• A reduced sense of isolation

• Access to LifePath staff for 
additional resources when 

more specific needs arise

Call LifePath’s Information 

& Caregiver Resource Center 

(ICRC) at 413-773-5555 x1230, 

or 978-544-2259 x1230, or 

email info@lifepathma.org for 

information about this and 

other grandparent supports.

LifePathMA.org 
info@LifePathMA.org

This event has been produced in full from a 

grant awarded to the Massachusetts Association 

of Councils on Aging by the Massachusetts 

Executive Office of Elder Affairs.

Are you a grandparent raising your grandchild and could use and/or offer emotional 

support to someone in a similar situation? LifePath’s Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren program is free to participants, with the aim of pairing up peers by 

phone on a weekly basis to exchange ideas, experiences, and emotional support.  



The 9 towns of  North Quabbin have 
some amazing gems to explore. The 
Parent Advisory Council has hand 

picked some AWESOME places to visit 
and no matter your ability, there are 

options for all: easy, medium, and 
challenging. Simply visit the sites, 

photograph the marker and share your 
adventure using  

#northquabbingems and your  
participation will be rewarded! 

ADVENTURE AWAITS!  
 

Stay tuned to 
NQCC’s Facebook 

for more info 
coming soon! 

COMING SOON! 

Gems of  the 
North Quabbin  

Adventure  
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